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et more remedies for car
sickness are still trickling in
and a letter on the subject
comes from Doreen and Dave
Holamby in Whitstable.

They say that their youngest Cavalier
was sick on his first trip to ringcraft
when he was ten weeks old and
he continued to be equally sick on
successive trips even though he was
never fed before the journey. Their next-
door neighbour suggested giving him
a hide chew to take his mind off the
possibility of being sick and this worked
like a miracle for him. He is now 18
months and has never been sick again,
even when he is fed before a journey.

A call on the same subject comes from
Val Tiller of the Foxbarton Border Collies
in Epsom. She says that as soon as her
puppies are three and a half weeks old,
she puts them in a crate, leaving mum
behind, and drives them around with
Classic FM on the radio as at home. She
does not speak until they go to sleep
and then she drives home again. She
continues with this regime regularly
every three days until they go to their
new owners, who she advises to keep on
driving with them. Because of this early
dedication, none of her puppies are ever
car-sick.

Last December the column included a
plea from Julie Last to help a very smelly
problem with her five—year—old spayed
GSD bitch, who she described as having
a case of bad BO, in the form of a strange
musky smell which had worsened over
the years. Shampooing helped although
the effects from this lasted for only about
a week before the smell returned.

Gemma, despite her odour, was
otherwise extremely happy, healthy
and active, enjoying life to the full as a
permanent house pet with bright eyes,

a beautiful coat and thick bushy tail
with what her owner describes as a fair
appetite for Wafcol Light.

Apart from a Yorkie owner, who had
experienced the same kind of problem
and had achieved a degree of success
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with Dorwest’s garlic pills, there was no
other response to this vexing question so
it seems it is either very rare or perhaps
some owners might be loathe to admit
that their own beloved dogs could
possibly have a small problem with BO?

However, help was at hand for Gemma
as Hellenia Ltd, asked if Julie would
be kind enough to trial a new product
known as FreshPets, to which she agreed
with enthusaism and duly started on the
same evening as the product arrived.

She reports that they had a bad start as
Gemma was sick after two days but the
trial was begun again when she was fully
recovered, slowly increasing the amount
of spray on her food as recommended
until reaching the full dosage.

As luck would have it, Gemma had
a severe stomach upset and was off all
her food just a few days before the end
of the trial but, nonetheless, FrehPets
worked well; Gemma’s coat was extra
shiny and, best of all, she smelt very
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pleasant. Although the horrid musky
odour returned shortly after the
FreshPets’ trial was finished. Julie said
that if Hellenia decided to market this
product, she would certainly rush to buy
it again!

The good news is that FreshPets is
now available from Hellenia, whose
contact details | can give to anyone who
rings me. The product is described as
being very different in that it gently
adjusts the dog’s digestion so offensive
odours never occur. FreshPets uses ultra
safe plant extracts to keep unfriendly
bacteria under control without affecting
the bacteria that are beneficial to
digestion.

Julie adds that her local vet has now
suggested adding Evenng Primrose Oil to
smelly dogs’ food as she is of the opinion
that sometimes the drying process used
in some foods causes a yeast to develop
in the stomach which can cause bad
smells.

More about canine golfing fans comes
from Hilary Hughes in Bretagne, France,
who says that years ago she knew a
larger-than-life Flatcoat called Pepper,
who used to collect golf balls at Rock in
Cornwall. He was always known as the
Super Hoover not only for his skill with
the balls but mainly because of his ability
to pick up two cock pheasants and then
successfully retrieve them, both at once,
while jumping over a five bar gate.

He lives on in Hilary’s line and his
grand-daughter and her two offspring
used to swim in the same pond he had
swum in all those years ago on the
golf course. One day some mindless
irresponsible people had thrown five
of the marker flags into the pond and
Hilary’s three eventually managed to
retrieve them, although they were
extremely heavily weighted at the base.
Having been concentrating on the rescue
of the flags and their successful final
return to dry land, she said they had
quite a shock to find that they were
surrounded by a group of enthusiastically
clapping and cheering golfers!
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HAVE to say that | get remarkably

good feedback to this column with

fellow exhibitors making plenty

of relevant comments every time

one of my road tests appear - but |
don’t think anyone will be able to beat
the interest shown in this week’s test
vehicle.

| had hardly driven into the car park
of the show | went to in the massive
Isuzu Rodeo Denver Max SDT double
cab pick-up - one of today’s upmarket
‘lifestyle’ pick-ups — when | was seized
upon by a fellow exhibitor wanting
to check out the suitability of the big
covered load area at the back for her
two Bernese Mountain Dogs.

It was not that she wanted to check
out the size, | think we both could see
that it could accommodate them, but
more the creature comforts on offer.

Was the load bay heated? Did it
have air conditioning? What about
the ventilation? These were the real
questions behind her laying siege to
me and the vehicle.

I have to say that with classes
imminent our conversation was
shortlived but she was very keen
on the possibilities of this imposing
four-wheel drive four-door five-seater
vehicle with its roomy separate rear
load compartment and in reply | did
have time to point out that as the
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vehicle was basically a commercial and
in its basic state the load area would
be open to the elements and as such
was unlikely to be either heated or air
conditioned.

The extremely well appointed cab
area, incidentally, very definitely did
have both these features.

However, to the business end.

No, there is not normally heating
or air con available but the smart
heavily tinted side windows on the
aerodynamic Avenger Top hard top on
the 3.0 turbo diesel test vehicle — the
flagship model in the Rodeo range - did
have hinged side windows which would
give good ventilation quite safely since
they did not open more than about an
inch at most, particularly if, as would
be sensible, you had a fitted travel
cage virtually the same size as the
pick-up rear.

In this way, too, you could happily
have the lift-up tailgate open, when
parked, for the benefit of the dogs
while the hinge-down rear flap could
also be opened in really hot weather.

As to the load area itself, on the
Rodeo this was very well lined and
featured a series of tie-down points
around the pick-up sides.

Incidentally, | do appreciate the
importance of my inquisitor’s query
regarding the internal environment
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